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I submitted by Marge Gonsen 
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Farmers Bank 
The building m p i d  by the Farmers Sank was 

bunt in 1896 by Diedrich (Dick) Weers. It was organ- 
ized in 1889. An ad shows G.  A. Burgess as banker for 
Farmers Bank. It  isn’t h o r n  where the bank was 
located prior to the Weers Building. 

En 1901 the bank was purchased by Maurice 
Despres. Officers were: President, Maurice Despres; 
Cashier, Sam Despres; Assistant Cashier, Irvin 
Despres. This bank was referred to by many as the 
’‘Million Dollar Bank.” The bank closed on Novem- 
ber 14, 1927. 

- 
CHAPTER 3 

Elma State Savings Bank 
The Elma State Bank was organized in 1913 also 

located Busti Avenue. President, R. Cunningham; 
Vicehsident,  Coleman (Coley) Foley; Cashier, Frank 
Silver. The bank closed its doors in March 1926. 

Firart State Savings Bank 
. -  

. .  

E 
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First State SaVingc Bank Spaulding & OPonneH Offices 

The First State Savings Ea& was organized in 1905 
and incorporated by: W. H. Shaffer, A, H. Shaffer, 
H. L. Spaulding, E. D. Elwood, D. 6. O’Domell, J. J. 
McFaul, E. E. Overfield, J .  W. Klemme, B. F. Klemme, 
and T. K. Young. 

The first officers were: W. L. SpauIding, President; 
D. J. Q’Donnell, Vice-President; J. J. McFaul, Cashier. 
Later C. J. Garmen became Cashier and Peace Cash- 
man, Assistant Cashier, until 1919. Paul Canway took 
his place. 

The First State Savings Bank building was erected 
on Main Street in the year 1888 and was a two-story 
brick structure. This bank closed in 1927. 

The First State Savin@ Bank was previously the 
Bank of Elma. Maurice Despres and John Ferguson 
were partners from 1892 until 1901 when Despres 
bought an interest in the Farmers Bank. 

August 1900: Shaffer brothers and Will Brown 
closed a deal last Saturday in which they bought the 
Elma bank. This makes four banks they are interested 
in-New Hampton, Fredericksburg, Elma and Rice 
viDe. (News article, 1900E 

Open house st  Peoples Savings Bank, June, 197’8. (Left to right): 
C~EUR Enright, AnKelhe Rance. Kay Hayden, Pat Pitz, Sandy 
Lentz. Lucille Stapleton, Rosella Weers 

Reed J E l a r d ,  President 
o t  Peoples S ~ V ~ B ~ E  Bank 
until the time o€ his death 
in 1976 

;; ..--\e:.- -:-= - 

6.  J. McFaul was cashier for ten years at  the begin- 
ning of the century a t  the Elma State Savings Bank. 

Peoples Savings Bank 
When PeopIes Savings Bank of Elma organized on 

February 21, 1927, the original board of directors in- 
cluded: W. €3. Enlw, Louis Diekmann, F. N, Stub, 
W. B. Gardner, Bennie Basteson, William Jinderlee, 
and Reed Elwood. First cashier was Ray A. Moore. 
who was succeeded in 1934 by Charles J. Garmen. 
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Livery Stables 
In the m1y days of Elma, livery stabIes we1 

much needed and appreciated business. One 01 
liest recorded was “Ewing’s Livery.” No one k 
sure where it was located, but the Business C 
(History of Howard County), states that t h  
burned down in 1891. 
In 1894 J. C. Curnmings had a livery stab 

Jerry’s PIurnbing and Heating now stands. 
later owned by J. J. Kildee and in 1900 B. E. I 
took over. 

Also in 1894, a livery was started when 
Garage now is. Sources say it was owned by E 
tinger and in 1900 sold to J. W. Mahoney. Fi 
later D. Casey took over ownership and in I! 
the business to his two eons, Art and John. 

r, 
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Caaey’a Livery and Feed Stable 

Geo. Budke Harness Stwe 

Geo. Budke was born April 7, 1875, at FOI 
son, Iowa. He had a wife, Elizabeth, and son 
W. Budke; daughters, Elizabeth (Siste 
Georgine) Budke, member of Sisters of Me 
Agnes Budke Riley. His interests were his v 
his family. 

Geo. Budke was one of the last harness-rr 
Howard County. The stitching horse, the awl, 
ends. leather knives-all were tools of his IT 

George Budke 

oldest son of a family of five girls and five boys, he 
learn4 the craft from his father. At 17 years of age, he 
was apprenticed ta a harness maker in New Hampton, 
Iowa, March LO, 1892. There he worked with Frank 
Gardner, who later opened a harness shop in Elma, 
Iowa. Young Geo. went to work at the Frank Gardner 
Harness Shop in Elma on February 25,1904, at $6.50 a 
week. Geo. bought the Frank Gardner Hamess Shop 
August 7, 1911. It was located on the corner of block 
H, lot 11, Busti Avenue, now the Mohrfeld Service Sta- 
tion. 

As his business grew Geo. needed more space. June 
4, 1913, he bought the Buhr bmilding, block 18. lot 19, 
Busti Avenue. Here he not only made and sold har- 
nesses, he repaired and oiled old harnesses during the 
winter months so that the farmers wodd be ready for 
the spring plowing and planting. Also for sale in his 
shop were horse collars, whps, gloves. fly spray, corn 
husking supplies-as well as horse blankets in the win- 
ter and fly nets in the summer. Later the harnesses 
were commerciatly made, but the repairing and oiling 
continued to be done by hand. During the summer it 
was not unusual for a threshing crew t o  bring in a 
threshing machine belt which needed splicing or for 
farmers to bring in binder canvas to be repaired, 
More and more machinery was int-rduced so that 

gradually the buggy whips were replaced with hbricat- 
ing oil, the collar racks were not restocked and har- 
nesses, except for ponies, were an oddity. ‘Twas back- 
breaking but necessary work that had come to an end. 

Geo. Budke sold lus shop t o  Larry Dndack in Decem- 
ber, 1948. He died December 14,1948. He was a fine, 
capable, Chistian. gentleman, a loving husband and a 
caring father. He was a great asset to his church and to 
Elma and the surrounding commUnity. 

Ehabeth Clara Gardner, daughter of William and 
Mary (Btockamp) Gardner was born October 9. 1834, 
in Deerfield Township, Chickasaw County, Iowa. She 
died September 1, 1945. Geo Budke and Ehzabeth 
were married October 9,1911, at EIma, Iowa, and were 
the parents of three children. 

EIizabeth Marie, born March 6,1913, a t  E h a ,  Iowa, 
joined the Sisters of Mercy in Cedar Rapids, Iowa, 
September 1, 1932. and received the name Sister Mary 
Georgine. 

George William, born M a y  29, 1915, a t  Elma, Iowa, 
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George Rudke IiarneRn Store with dauKhter, Elimkth, and eon. GPgrRe. 

was the provision manager a t  Amour & CO, in Mason 
City, Iowa. George was married t o  Mary Catherine 
Ryan November 24,1936, and they were the parents of 
three children-Edward, who died at birth, John 
William and Mary Jill. George &ed January 8, 1974. 

Agnes Marie, born November 17, 1917 a t  Elma, 
Iowa, married Paul Riley August 16, 1949. 

Creameries 

One Of the first creameries in Elma. the Elma CO- 

'4 

I 
operative Creamery, was built before the year 1890. 
The building, ImM jus t  north of the Howmd County Wm. Diesburg hauling milk with horne and wagon fiimilar tQ thone 

an the previous picture. Note the I ly net on the  horses. 

Equity, had its own well for water, coal oil Imps, coal 
heat stove, and its own ice house. We remember it as it 
was in the 1940's. At this time, the ice house was no 
longer in use, but was still standing in its old location 
between the creamery and the railroad. The cooling 
system used a brine solution that was pumped though 
the coils of the vats by an electric compressor. The 
same coils were used t o  chill and pasteurize. Steam was 
sent through the coils for the pasteurization prwess, 
The steam came from a furnaceboiler that was heated 
with coal. The coal came in on a rail car and it was the 
duty of the buttermaker tm unload this and keep the 

overhead. These tanks were enough t o  aIso cool the en- 

A -T -- 
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! 

 ha's Cwperative Creamery when patrons hnuled rrpam with furnace wing. The brine tanks sat UP in 'he rafters 
horses. 
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I cmler room, A jack shaft with a pulley that 
‘rated a motor at one time was no longer in use, 
k t  this time, only cream and not milk was bought. I t  
le to the creamery in five or ten gallon cans. These 
2 weighed, graded, steamed out and returned to the 
mer. Each of the creamery’s 150 patrons had a 
nber for identification. Each patron’s cream was 
ted weekly. 
‘he creamery had small vats and one large vat. They 
duced 300,000 pounds of butter a year. (A modern 
amery now can do this in two days.) Butter was 
de in a w d e n  churn with three wooden rollers to 
ke the butter. As the churn turned, the extra milk, 
buttermilk, was piped to a huge tank for farmers to 
for feed. The farmers bid on this, usually bidding 
a day of the week. 
lutter was sold at the d e s  counter in onepound 
?s, and the cream hauler took some along on his 
te for the farmers. Bulk butter was packed in 
den tubs, which were waxed on the inside and lined 
h paper. The top was flat and metal straps held the 
and were nailed at the edge. They held about 64 
mds. The tubs were sold to the State Brand Cream- 
in Mason City. Butter was hand-wrap+. 

!utter for sale in the onepound size in Elma was put 
3 a butter box called a Friday Box, presumably 
LT its inventor. This had n bottom that could be 
d. The butter was raised through 3 cutter and 

3 

Farmer’s Cor 
hat is John Y 

Iperative Creamery. The man with the 
Y a t 8 on . 

crea 
mery with Earl Hayden standing by the door, Bill Sweet with 
,m cans and wagon, and John Mulick with home and buggy. 

sliced across. This made 12 pounds, then the next was 
raised and cut, etc. The butter box held 90 pounds. 
Since this work was done in the cooler, you worked 
fast! 

AlI the farmers separated their own cream at the 
farm, and the milk was used to feed their little pigs. 
When the Creamery began to buy whole milk, it was 
sometimes difficult to convince them that the dif- 
ference in the price would make up for the need to find 
something else to feed the pigs, but this was 
‘Progress’! 

Elma Cooperative Creamery 

Elma Co-operative Creamery was built before the 
year 1890. The first buttermaker was George Hansen. 
The first building was located north of the Equity. The 
Elma Co-operative Creamery was organized on Decem- 
ber 22, 1900, and articles of incorporation were drawn 
up under the name Elma Co-operative Creamery. It 
started operating January 1, 1901. 

President was Dan Fallgatter, Vice-President, D. 
McKittrick; Secretary-Treasurer, A. A. Carter. Direc- 
tors were: George Mover, Wm. B ~ c h h ~ l z ,  C. S.  Robin- 
son, Pete h e n s ,  J. H. HunemiUer. 

On March 28, 1936, it was reorganized as a non- 
profit organization and called the Elma Co-operative 
Creamery Association. Directors were: Fred Kruger, 
Ben Basteson, M. E. Birmingham, Albert Brumrnond, 
Dick McGrane, E. W. Reckner. 

Calendar of the new E h a  Ccmp Creamery Assn. 

The Association purehaad the Peoples Creamery 
from R. E. Wade and Vic Anderson in 1945 and dis- 
mantling began the following yeat. Construction on 
the new building began July, 1947. Ernest Friedrich 
was President of the creamery at this time. Art Rim- 
r d t  drew plans for it and was largely instrumental in 
building it, and supervising construction. It started 
operations in 1948. 

The staff of the creamery consisted of the secretary, 
the buttermaker and a buttermaker’s assistant or 
helper. A good secretary and buttermaker could make 
the difference in the financial success of a creamery. A 
buttermaker’s assistant got paid in the 40’$, $70 in the 
summer and $50 in the winter. The production was 
down in the winter months. 
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Some of the buttermakers through the years: 
Alphonse McLaughlin; August Berkes, until 1932; 
Reis Palmer; Nels Thornsen, until 1940; Art Rimodt, 
until 1961; and Torn Burke, Jr. 

Buttermaker assistants were: Clyde Cummhgs; Art 
Hunemiller; Bob Murphy; Herb Mealy: Francis En- 
right; Lloyd Friedrich; Bob Semerad; B a y  Joe Biwer; 
Leslie Miller; Melvin McGrane; Dick Weers; Gary 
Rimrdt; Duane Rimrodt; Rueben Friedrich George 
Fountain: Andy Balk. 

Secretaries were: Henry MeaIy; Loretta Stapleton; 
Harry Bloom, until 1939; Bob Gallfgan, 1939-43 and 
1946-49; Myrtle GaKgan; and Edna Schroeder. 

Board members through the years were: Ephraim 
Reckner, almost 40 years; Fred Kruger, 8 years; Mar- 
tin Birmingham; Gottlieb Schmidt; Earl Schrder; 
William Gardner; Ed Huegel: Ernest Friedrich, who 
served 9 years; K. C. Johnson; Jim Fxiedhoff; Jim Fitz- 
gerald; Charles Lentz; Robert Schroeder; Orville 
Baethke; Carl Dietz; Charles Lubbert; Quentin 
Fangman; James Murphy; Frank Komarek Earl Kel- 
ly; Clarence. Gansen; and Merle McDaniel. 
Cream haulers were: Adamec, Frank Roche, Leo Mil- 

ham, Glen Lubbert, Wm. Diesburg, Kenneth Kapka, 
Tom Burke, Sr., Nick Spoden, Walter Gebel, Ralph 
Biwer, Slim Heying, Charles Bade, Louis Lentz, Frank 
Ptawk, Pat Fitzgerald, Duane Rimrodt, Brian Glaser, 
Harold Eiffler, Frank Falada, Adolph Hyke, John 

I 

Matt Biwer standing ahead of the milk truck owned by slim Heyhg 
in 1956. 

Hyke, Tom Hyke, S. F. “Zeke” Mannetter, Aegen 
Mannetter. Joe Johnson, L e o n a r d  H u n e d e r ,  Ed 
Fitzgerald, John “Rif Cashman, and Francis 
Zeirnetz. 

The creamery expanded in 1960-61 to a cheese 
making facility; along with gathered cream which was 
made into butter. The cheese was sold to Borden’s at 
Boscobel, Wisconsin, and the butter to State Brand 
Creamery in Mason City. Ice cream was also made for 
the patrons and store sales. The creamery was merged 
with the Cresco Co-op in January, 1963, and the 
building was sold to Joe Ludwig, Jr., in 1964. 

We apologize if any names have been omitted from 
our lists. 

Maple Zed Creamery 
In 1905 the Resident o€ the Maple Leaf Creamery 

was W. N. Din-. and the Secretary was Dick h u e .  
Milk was bought at this time in 1905 for a price of $.e2 
per 100 pound. At this time it was decided to be open 
on Sundays for the three summer months. A cream 
separator was purchased for $150 at the time and a 
complete steam boiler for $200. 

F. Dinger was h e d  to haul all of the coal out to 
Maple Leaf from Elma and also to deliver all butter to 
the Elma Train Depot for the cost of $400 per year. He 
also had to agree that the wagons were equipped with 
springs to handle the barrels of butter. 

A. J. Herman was hired as buttermaker for a salary 
of $90 per month. 

Also, Pat Stevenson was hired to fill the Ice House 
for $50. 

In 1907, the buttermilk was sold to J. Enright for 
$.27 per barrel* At that time directors were paid $1 per 
meeting; and secretaries were paid $15 per month for 
their salaries. Also at that time, coal was bought for 
$4.10 per ton. 
In 1909, S. M. Despres, President of The Farmers 

Bank, was elected Treasurer of the MapIe Zeaf Cseam- 
ery. I t  was decided that the bank wawld agree to pay 
$35 per year for their business. 
In 1912, the price of creamery shares was reduced 

fmm $25 per share to $10 per share. Also Nick Graf 
was hired as buttermaker for $90 per month. and was 
able to hire a helper. 
In 1914, CharIes G m e n  was elected Treasurer of 

the Maple Leaf Creamery. He paid the creamery $300 
at this time for doing business with the Elma State 
Savings Bank. May 1, 1914, was the first day the 
creamery would only buy cream, and the price paid was 
L.26 per pound of butterfat. 

In 1928, Y. Buresh was elected Secretary of the 
creamery, as many of you may remember. 

In 1929, Freida b u c k  was elected Secretary of the 
creamery. The buttermaker was paid $50 per month. 

n o m  1937 So 1948 Clarence Darrah was butter- 
maker. In 1947, John Wacha, Jr., was d w t d  as Direc- 
tor of the creamery. 

From 1948 to 1949 Arthur Eckerman was butter- 
maker, and in 1948 Fred Lauck was hired and paid $1 
per day 8 s  the extra helper. 



February 1, 1949 to 1961, Oscar @eel was the but- 
termaker for the creamery, On March 1,1950, Norbert 
Burke was hired for an extra helper with a salary of 
$100 per month. In 1953, the creamery hired George 
Fountain as an extra helper, and his wages were $100 
per month. 

The first crw~rnery in Maple Leaf was a wooden 
building. In 1924, a brick creamery was built on the 
same site. It discontinued in 1960, selling out to Elma. 
The Dance Hall in Maple Leaf was built in 1924 also. 

It was a grooery store for part of the time. 

Maple Leaf before 1924. Old Wooden Creamery, Maple Leaf Stare 
and part of Anton Roman Rlackemitb Shop. 

The store in Maple Leaf was the site of the Post Of- 
fice untiI it was discontinued in 1907, I t  was owned by 
Diekmann and in 1916 sold to Jarosh. The store sold 
out in 1961, 

There were also two blacksmith shops. . . one run by 
Barney Roman and the other by a Papach. 

H a b e m a  Creamery 

George Haberman opened the Haberman Creamery 
in November of 1932, The business was sold in 1942 to 
R. E. Wade and Vic Anderson. In 1945, the building 
was sold to the Elma Co-op Creamery and it was dis- 
mantled the following year. 

PFodUceS 
Foley Implement was established by Coleman Foley 

after the turn of the century. The business was located 
west of the Farmers Bank building on Busti Avenue. 
He operaWl the business until he retired in 1930. 

Pat Fogarty opened a produce in the Foby Building 
in 1931. Pat McGrans moved his produce to the Foley 
BuiIding on the east side in 1940. He operated this un- 
til a year before he died in 1956. Leo Tom bought the 
McGrane produce in about 1958. After Leo’s death in 
1975, the produce building was sold to Great Plains 
Supply Co, It was torn down. 

John Clark opened a produce in 1932 at the present 
site of Hart Chevrolet. Harold Kelly was one of the 
employees of Clark Produce Station in 1936. 

J. P. Kelly opened a Cream station and produce one 
dmr south of the Rudy Rlobassa Meat Market on the 
east side of Elma, August of 1932. 

Cedar Valley Produce was reopened in 1936 by Lloyd 

John Condon was in the grain and prduce business 
Beaumaster. 

e”;-< 
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McGrane Prduce w Bwti Aveane. Standh~g by the truck is  Pat 
McGrane nnd Bon Max. 

in Elma for nearly 40 years. Condon produce was west 
of Klobassa Grocery on the west side of Elma. John 
Condon did in 1939 and in 1940 the Condon and 
Pardee buildings were bought by George ““orb” 
O’DonneU and torn down. 

Clem Cashan  built a produce building in 1947. 
Eugene Carey bought the Cashman Produce in 1951 
and Steffen bought the Blue Ribbon Feed Store in 
1952. This building k m n e  the Liquor Store in 1954. 

Whelan Produce Co. 

The Whelan Roduce Go. was owned and operated by 
John P. Whelan. He was at one time one of the largest 
produce and egg buyers in northern Iowa, employing a 
great number of peopIe. 

In 1917, he purchased the business of 0. A. Dunton, 
a dealer in cream separators and gas engines, and also 
handed cream, poultry, and eggs. He continued this 
business as the Whelan Produce Co, and the following 
year equipped the business with a modern buttermak- 
ing equipment. He operated the creamery and produce 
business, skipping many carloads of produce, butter 
and eggs every month fer many years. The depression 
and the duma in farm urices reduced his operations 

Whelan Prduce, 1928. (Left to rightl: J. P. Whelm, P. ODonnell, 
Katherine Brennan, John Clark. Tom Whelm. 

49 



r. 

Whelm Produce February. 1929. 

considerably and, in 1932, he closed his plant, later 
selling the business to George Haberman of Ft. Atkin- 
son. Mr. WheIan continud t o  run a produce station in 
Elma, buying for Goodrich and Searcy of Ctesco. 

Earl Kelly and Dick Sweet were buttermakers at 
various times. Cindy Stratton recalls working at  the 
Whelm Produce (which was located where Don's Sad- 
dle Inn is now) in 1924. She candled eggs there for 52 a 
day, candling 30 cases of eggs daily. Chickens were 
also butchered there. 
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Lentz Feed Store 
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Lent2 Peed Store with supplies that he selia. 

tire building into feed storage. 
Linus, with hs wife, Elsie, and son, Tony, have been 

working in the agri-related business for twentyeight 
years. 

Their motto: "We are small, but have been steady." 

Hopkins Hatchery and Produce 
- 

Whelm Produce Emplqvees-Dan McGrane. Earl Kelly. Frrd 
Pierce, Eder  Beanmaster, Ellen Engelborts, Nora Enright, Nellie 
Berry, Leo Wedendotf, Tarn Whelan, J. P. Whelm, Cliff Kelly, 
Jack Clark. 

Mr. and Mrs. Ralph HOpkin6. 

50th Anniversary. 
June IS, 1978. 

Lentz Feed 
On November 17.1958. Linus J. h n t z  started work- 

X "  .w ' 
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ing for Frank Schr;urr. Schurr F e d  Store was built 
by Frank Schnurr near the Elma water tower. Frank 
ran the feed business from 1956 to 1963. At this time, 
the Purim franchise was m n  as a satellite plant from 
the dealership out of New Hampbn, Iowa. 

On July 17, 1971, Gnus obtained the Purina &an- 
chise and moved the business to a new location-the 
rear section of the Henry Smith Cafe (formerly Hopkins Hatchery and Produce.. 
Hopkins Hatchery). The cafe still operated in the front Ralph and Olga Hopkins. In 1935 t 
of the building. On November 14, 1978, k n t z  pur- empty tavern from the owner, L 
c h a s d  the building from Smith and convertel the en- downtown west Main Street in Elm 

. the business of 
ve purchased the 
ucy Barrett, on 
a. The reason we 
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red to Elma was because of the depression of the 
s. The Smith Incubator Company of CleveIand, 
0, that Mr. Hopkins worked for was closed, A 
sin and other men who had worked for Smith 
-ted a new business, the Bundy Incubator Com- 
y. also of Cleveland, Ohio. 
hese men contacted Mr. Hopkins and heIped us get 
ted in Elma in the empty Rarrett Building. Many 
ild remember the sloping floor that seemed to help 
a good start in carrying out feed! Incubators were 
alled in the front mom of this building and we put 
iesway Brooders in the hack room for raising baby 
mks to s t a r t  chicks for those who wanted them be- 
d day-old or jus t  hatched. 
s business grew we a d d d  an additional building to 
back of the original one, this was built by Tom 
ler and his son. The incubators we moved to this 
1, with the front part for feed, poultry, and hog 
ipment, dong with Salisbury supplies. Having 
rated a business in Osage for Maple Dale Hatchery 
Lustin, we were experienced to start out on our own. 
;he summer we expanded the business to  include 
ing eggs which we shipped to New York, making a 
r round venture and not just seasond. We also 
.ted buying poultry and mulling hens which were 
I to the dressing plant in St. Ansgar, Growth of the 
1 business made it necessary to build a warehouse 
; extended to the alley. 
t to Zentz of Alta Vista built this building as well as 
new front building to  replace the one that  was no 
yer safe, in w h c h  to conduct business, after the 
*ch, 1954, fire tha t  claimed most of the north side 
inesses and those on the south side from the corner 
, to the hatchery. Through all the many fires in the 
iter, until this last destruction of many buildings, 
theater equipment that  was salvaged was brought 
he hatchery. This was ironic since the building was 
tld- a town landmark, and nut tao safe with all the 
imrnable equipment from a theater. The newest 
; of the People’s Savings Bank is built on land that 
her O’Donnell and the I. C. church sold to us after 
fire. The growth of Elma is evident in the very fine 
< still enjoyed. Mr. HopEns and a retired basiness- 
1, Ned Parker, would drive through the countryside 
locate large and prominent rocks and stones using 
ns to drag them behind the truck to the park where 
r remain in place today. Other area farmlies COU- 
uted markers as well. One stone was in the shape of 
lair. 
?wing on the committee that purchased the land- 
N e s t  of town was a project Ralph was pleased about 
the community needs. He was always interested in 
hall and the Elma teams as a player and an um- 
. Many will remember the night-time move to the 
c of the East side and West side bandstands. 
reafter, the Elma TQWII Band performed on snm- 

evenings every Wednesday and Saturday. The 
d also played for EIma Day at the Howard County 

when most businesses closed to support this 
:id time. 
earing retirement we sold our buitdings to Mr. 

Henry Smith and he sold the buildings to Linus hntz.  
We enjoyed our many customers and appreciated their 
business and that they shopped in Elma. Many took 
their egg money to buy their grweries. We were happy 
to maintain our business and home in Elma for thirty 
years closing December 31, 1965. We retired and 
moved to Rochester. Though Ralph passed away in 
April, 1983, P often return to  Elma to visit with OUT 
daughter, Joyce Elaine (Mr. and Mrs. Lyle Hart), fami- 
ly and friends. 

Mrs. Ralph E. Hopkins 
Rmhester, Minnesota 

Howard County Equity Co-operative Association 
The Howard County Equity Shipping Association 

came into existence in the early €goo’s, possibly by 
1913 by early recollection. Henry Knippling was the 
first manager. The main business was buying and sell- 
ing livestmk and grain. The livestock was shipped out 
by train to the Chicago markets. In the early years the 
firm had a record of being the biggest shipper of live- 
stock in the area. 

In 1918, R. P. Keefe was president of the board of 
directors, with WiU Meirick, Ot to  Gesell, E. W. 
Reckner, and D. Laue as members. T. E. Burns was 
hired a s  bookkeeper. From the minutes of their 
meeting, we note that the name Howard County Equi- 
ty Shipping Association was officially changed to 
Howard County Equity Co-operative Association. In 
1920 August Lauck and Fred Kruger were put on the 
board, and sometime later, August Bartels was secre 
t=Y. 
- .  

Roy Wilhelm, Ray Boehmer. Jim Berry and Clyde Wehh. 

Art Gansen worked for the Equity for ken years, be- 
coming manager in 1927. During this time the “Bdl 
Whelm elevator” was moved to the Equity and the of- 
fice section of khe oEd eIevator mas turned into a cafe, 
which was opened by Clem Cashman in 1931, later 
known as the “Trolley Inn.’’ The cafe was compIetAd 
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Picture waken in the Trolley part of the Trolley Inn. Equity 
Crew-Pete Egan, Art Gaosen. Andy Balk, and Louie Kobliska. 
Second row-A. J. (Butch) Hart, Lou Diekmann, Jae Ott, and h e  
Showalter. Third row-Ckm Cashman. Frank Hruska, Paul 
Schmeleer. John Beecber, J h l  Hayden, dim k s k a ,  August 
Lauck, and Joe Dusheck. 

1927-Jim Dusheck, Conrad Sehwake, Art Gansca, Mgr.. Frank 
Dusheck, Mike Derr, Pete Miller, salesman, Isabelle Gansen. book- 
keeper, and William N e m a n .  

-- 

FronL row-Au~ust  Lauck, Earl Hayden. Jim Hruska, and Clem 

Livestock pens with easy access to  the railroad cars. 

by adding a strwt car or trolley on the east end of the 
original structure, now the site of the "Farmer's Em." 

The livestock pens a t  the Equity (stoekyards) be 
longed to the Great Western Railroad. Due to progress 
over a period of time. the livestock business was 
changed with trucks taking livestock directly from the 
farm yards to the buying station. 

Isabelle Gansen was bookkeeper from 1927 to 1932, 
when the wages were $50 a month and room and board 
cost $5 a week. 

In an official audit the following data appeared, 
dated September 1931-September 1932. List of corn- 
modities handled: Corn, oats, other grain, flour, feed, 
implements and repairs, seed, livestock. coaI, hay, 
twine, sundry mdse.. wool was also handled. Cattle, 

1,549; calves, 2,356; hogs, 13,026; and Iambs, 856. 
Fixed assets, $14,166.30. Accounts Receivable, 
$4,252.13. Total Inventory, $7,235.73. 

Commodities bring to mind "Town Crier', flour, 
which was advertised high on the elevator building, 
and "Great Heart" and "Black Banner" coal, The coal 
was delivered and put down a "coal chute" into a coal 
bin usually in the basement where it  would be handy to 
fill a coal skuttIe and place it beside the stove, 
En the 1930's Elma enjoyed trade from a large terri- 

tory. It was a principal shipping point for livestock, 
produce and grain for many years. 

Stockyards and quonset building used for repair and maintensnce 
of machinery in 1955. 
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Tom Phnd came t o  Elma from Hawkeye and was 
manager for a short time. 

John Beecher became manager in 1933 and con- 
tinued until his retirement in 1968. In 1936, the Equity 
was the largest individual business in Howard County, 
it had done a half-million dollar business. Louis 
Diekmann was bookkeeper at that time working there 
from 1933-1943. 

There were stockyards along the east line of the 
Equity property, next to the quonset building that 
housed the "Shop." John Deere Equipment was sold 
for many years and repair service €or farm machinery 
was available. The shop was closed in 1984 when 
Jerome Heying, Sr., retired after working there for 
about 24 years. The stockyards were torn down in 
1985. 

huis Kobliska. parte 
man at the Equity. 

c I 

J 
Ray Boehmer and Joe Dusheck. 

The office has been remodeIed several times through 
the years, and recently extended to accommodate new 
and updated equipment. 

Yardmen in the early years included Charles Chihk,  
Leon Meirick, and Jim Dusheck. 

W 

Veronica Riley and Ed Diekmann at work at their deak. 

Bernard (Barnyl Beecher and Lois Garmen were of- 
fice personnel in the 40's. Ed Diekmann began working 
as bookkeeper in 1948; Veronica (Beecher) Riley began 
working there in the late 40's and early 50's. In 1951, 
records show the following employees: Joe Showahr, 
Joe Dusheck, Andy Balk, Ray Boehmer, L. G. Koblis- 
ka. and in subsequent years, familiar faces were Merle 
Jacoby, Leo Jenn, Vic Streieh, Donald Ludwig, Ber- 
nard Hartogh, Ed Meyerhoff, James Friedhoff, Paul 
Kobliska, Jim Knecht, Arnold Knecht, Kenny 
Roethler, Norb Gansen and Mary Ann Gebel. 

The Equity bought the old Creamery building and 
used it for storage for the bagged fertilizer. It was torn 
down sometime after 1969. Anhydrous ammonia and 
bagged fertilizer were handled by the Equity for a 
n w k  of years. 

r -  

Merle $amby and Vic Streich, Elms Co-op millmen 
st work in the control room of the new Feed Manu- 
facturing Plant-1 964. 

On September 21, 1964, a new Felco complete fee 
manufacturing plant. began steady production-a 
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100-ton a day operation. The mill equipment included a 
Bryant hammermiEE for grinding ear corn and s m d  
grain, a 2-ton Fairbanks hopper scale, with a 
5,000-pund diaI and a Marion 2-ton horizontal mixer. 
There are 16 holding and loadout bins totaling 220 
tons of capacity. A oneunit buIk delivery service 
works in conjunction with the mill. J ~ h n  Beecher was 
very proud of this advancement, because home grown 
grain could be mixed with Felco protein and concen- 
trates right here a t  home. 

The Midland Petroleum business was purchased 
from New Hampton in 1968 and operated by Equity 
employees until 1983, when it was leased by Mike 
Zeimetz, and later purchased in 1985. 

PR 1967, the board of &&or9 at  the Equity were: 
Francis Meirick, Francis Ludwig, Albert Lauck, Joe 
Rouchka, Elmer Joachim, Reuben Friedrich, and Ber- 
nard KIeckner. 

Clair Canny was now the manager, and progress was 
to continue. 1971 brought new changes with the addi- 
tion of an LP plant on the lots purchased from Art 
Gansen QII the south end of the Equity property, and a 
larger fertilizer blending plant on the north side. This 
would enable fertilizer to be blended and purchmed in 
bulk or bagged. 

The last cattle were bought in 1968. The Equity quit 
buying hogs in 1974. Harley Dykema replaced Clair 
Canny as manager and, during this time, the concrete 
cement silos were built with a capacity of 400,000 
bushels of grain storage. The older part of the elevator 
was torn down t o  make room for tlus new structure, 
and it was with amazement that observers gathered to 
watch the constmction of these towering silos. At 
Christmas time there i3 a lighted tree placed on top of 
the silos. 

Mr. Dykema had to resign because of poor hedth 
and Jim Frisbee was hired a3 manager. 

The railroad tracks were taken out in 1982, the 
property was purchasd by the Equity in 1983 and is 
now the site of a large grain storage shed which holds 
500,000 bushels of grain. Both the cement silos and the 
storage shed can be used for Government storage. 

Bob Ballantine is the current manager, and current 
employees are Lenice Jensen, emphyed since 1967 in 

Elevattore, feed building, with the office visible, in the riKht 
foreground is the cafe now known ti8 the "Farmer's Inn." 

1 

.c 
J 
+ 

Howvard County Equity Elcvatom in 1961. 
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the office; Ed Diekmann, since 1948; and AdoIph Lud- 
wig, since 1960. The yard men are Ed Voves and Ken- 
ny Gebel, since 1969; Roger Gesell, since 1972; and 
Milton Boeher;  Francis Friedhoff; Craig WorpEe; 
Marvin Tom; and Z e s  Kobert. 

Current h a r d  members in 1986 are: Orville Baethke, 
President; Robert Pietaan, Vice-President; Francis 
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Art Gamsen Garage 

-- . 

b f t  to ightt  Geoge Fountain, Jack Althoi. Ray Caebman, Howard Wntsw, 
'bach. George Gansen. Bob Schrmder. Chas. McGee, James Fitzgerald, Torn MI 
Pitzfferald. Ves Weber, Elmer Heying, Jerome Heying, Sr., Lavern Jarosh, Kern 
Kinoamon, Cliff Phippen, Alvie Iverson, mnd Lynn Stevenson. 

A- 

Harriet Baraa. Frank Hmskn, Kathleen McGee, Bill Knrtw- 
~rray. Cletua Jordan, Mrs. James Fitzgerald, Jw and Joanne 
ieth Stevenson, Wilkrd Barns. Cyril Finch, Art Gansen, Vkg 

, . . I  

Gansen Garage: New and used cars. 
b l t  to tiKhfht): Elmer Heying. Mechanic: Jerome Heying. h u h  Kobliska, 
Art Gannen. 

After working for ten years for the Howard County 
Equity, Art Gansen decided to go into business for 
himself. He had operated a lime q~arry, which was 
located on his property during the depression and 
delivered the lime t o  various areas. "e had employed 
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Keefe, Bennie Weiland, Roy WeiIand, Dick Sweet, 
ly Sullivan and Vern O'Neill. 
1 1932 he began a business in a red building located 
th of the "Farmer's Inn" where the Equity's LP 
i t  ROW stands. He bought livestock, sold feed and 
1, and had a trucking business. 
1 the late 30's Art and Isabelle bought two farms 
n Lloyd Biwer and operated the farms with 
mts. 
I I942 they bought the "Gansen Garage," from 
lis Kobliska. Before Louis had the garage, Irving 
'g ran a used car business there. It is the site of 
3s O'Donnell's property on Busti Avenue. 
he Gansens sold cars, machinery, feed and seed and 
repair work on vehicles. They ran the T a c o  S h -  

I in conjunction with the garage. Art also remained 
he livestock business. 
hrciugh the years, many people were employed by 
Gansens including: Leo Westendorf, Elmer Hey- 

, Leader Heying, Jerome Heying, Lindy Kobliska, 
1 Mathews, Gene Johnson, Clarence Shatek, John- 
Roethler, and bookkeepers were Bernice Boyle, 
;hleen McGee, and Gerry Biwer. 
n the 1960's the garage was sold to Pint Stevenson. 
: Gansens remained active in their business ven- 
3s until they retired in 1970. 



Car Dealers 
Leo Biwer sold Overlands in 1916. Will Diekmann 

sold Fords in 1911 and 1918. J. C. Weber soId WiIlys 
Knight and Overland c a r s  in 1920. Pearce Cashman 
sold Fords and Studebakers in the early 1920's. Ed 
Weber had a Cbevrolet dealership from the mid 1920's 
to 1939. His business was hown as the EIma Motor 
Company. W. D. Enloe sold Fords in the mid 1920's 
and Durants in the late 1920's and early 1930's. Later 
he sold DodgePlymouth a s .  His business was 
l m t e d  where Kenny's Repair is now. He went back to 
selling Fords in the mid 1930's (where Russ 
O'Donnell's Conoco is Iocated now). Louis Kobliska 
took over selling Fords in the lata 1930's. En 1941 Iw- 
ing Borg started selling Plymouth and DeSoto cars in 
ths  building. Art Gansen purchased the business 
later. He a h  sold Allis Chalrners and New Idea 
machinery. The business closed in the late 1950's. 

Cunningham opened a used car lot in 1933. B h m s  
opened a used car lot where the Memorial Hall is now 
in 1939. Art Bergland was the saIesman. 

A. d. Bart sold Fords in the early 1930's where the 
Elma Locker is now. Later, he sold Dodge-Plymouths. 
He started B Chevrolet dealership in 1949 where 
Zeimetz Service is now located. In  partnership with his 
SQIH, Dale and Lyle, he built a new garage south of the 
present A & L Hardware in 1951. Later. DaEe operated 
the dealership by himself. The business closed in 1984. 
In 197 1, thee local brothers (Virgil, Roger and Fran- 

cis "Zip" Zeirnetzl purchased a General Motor Dealer- 
ship in Spring Valley, Minnesota, and have supplied 
new and used cars to this area since that time. 

r 
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In Gnnsm's ullicr in their garage on Ruhti Avenue. h u i s  Kohlkka, 
Art G ~ n s t n  and Isabelle Ganscn. 

Hart Business 
A. J. Hart buiIt the Hawkeye Filling Station which 

he later sold t o  Hi Erion. He ran a station in Alta Vista 
from 1920 to 1923. In 1924 he built another station in 
Elma. He leased this station to Virg Kinnamon in 
1938. d o h  Friedhof bought the building in 1946 for an 
Electric and Appliance Shop. He Iakr converted it; into 
a residence where Gen Friedhof now lives. In 1941 
Butch operated Seercy's in Cresco. In 1942 he bought 

F 

- -  
T h e  Hawkeye filling station waa built sometime before the 1920'e. 
Tbe Elma t o m  bandstand can be BWU in the background. 
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the Elma Oil Company back from Hi Erion, renaming 
it Hart Oil Company. He continued this station until 
1965 when he sold it to Farm Service of New Hampton. 
The station was operated by Gerald “pint” Stevenson 
for many years. Among people who worked for Hart 
were: Dewey Garrett, who worked almost fifty years 
(mostly as tank wagon driver); Virgil “Curly” Sullivan; 
Herb Lamprecht; Cass Weber; “Chic” Kane; Harry 
Conway and Charles Bode. 

In E929 or 1930, he bought the Opera House and con- 
verted it into a garage. Hart sold Ford cars from 1930 
until 1933 when he started selling Plymouth and 
Dodge cars. He sold this business in 1934. The garage 
was traded for a farm t o  Charlie Blaska. 

The Harts started selling Chevrolet cars in 1949. The 
Hart Chevrolet building was started in 1950 and com- 
pleted in 1951. The old depot was moved t o  the lot for 
storage, Dale was in the Chevrolet garage for thirty- 
five years. 

Vkg Kinnamon’s Phillip’s 66 station just  a t  its completion in 1940. 

M O ~ B  Amom m d  Convenience Store, park ol which wa6 the Kinna- 
mon Station, on Busti Avenue. 

+ I .  J- .. ~ - 
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Zeimetz Sprvice Sitatinn at the K i t e  of “‘I’hc t InwkPye  FillinR Sta- 
tion .’ 

Standard Station 

In 1933, the Elma City Cwncil issued a building per- 
mit t o  erect a Wing station at the corner of Highway 
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272 and Busti Avenue. The Standard Oil Co. opened 
that year with E. Benthxop as manager. 

Fred Pierce became manager of the Standard Station 
in 1936, a business he owned for over t k t y  years. Ia 
January 1973, he soid the business to Dennis Meyer. 
but continued to work in the station until his death. In 
November, 1976, the Standard Station was sold to  Lee 
Shannon, who operated it until 1983. 

The Standard Oil tankwagon agent in 1925 was 
Harold Kelly. Other agents included Francis “Frank” 
Clancy; Cyril Finch in the 1930’s; Charles Bode, who 
became the new agent in 1949 and the present tank- 
wagon agent, Leroy 0. Mohrfeld, who purchased the 
tankwagon in 1954. 

Farm Service Station 
Elma 1941--“Merle Schoeder opened the Farm 

Service Station located west of the Hastings 
Hospital.” Harold Kelly became tankwagon agent in 
that year. 

In 1950, the station was leased t o  Keith Roethler. 
with H. Meyerhoff leasing it in 1951. Kenneth Steven- 
son leased the Farm Service Station in June 1951 and 
the building was later destroyed by fire. 

Dan Conway was a tankwagon agent for Farm S e w  
ice. Cletus Offeman pur~hased the tankwagon in 1953 
and later sold to Richard Rosauer. 

Mort’s Amoco 

The Station, now Mort’s Ammo, was originally 
Phillips 66 built by Virg Kinnamon in 1940. It was 
leased to Stevenson Brothers, Kenneth and Brice, in 
1948. 

Skelly OB Co. leased the station in 1952 employing 
A. Burkernan as manager; Elmer Heying, mechanic, 
and Gay Loftus, tankwagon driver. In 1953, Elmer 
Heying leased the station and L. J. H a n g  purchased 
the tadmagon. 

I,. 0. Mohrfeld ~ ~ r c h a ~ e d  the Skelly Oil building in 
1971, using it cGefly as a garage and maintenance 
building for his stock trucks. One of the service areas 
was converted to a car wash and an addition, built in 
1981, serve3 as a convenience store today. Amom 
gasoline and oil products are soId by Mohrfeld and the 
station also serves as headquarters for his truckline 
and wrecker service. 

“‘our Stmdard Oil 
Fred Pierce, and employee 
Keith Rmthler. 

Skelgas 

An Appliance and SkeIgaas store WLI opened by Hi 
Erion in 1945 in the buildmg next to the New Era Of- 
fice on West Main Street. In 1947, Ken Jacoby pur. 
chased the Skelgas business and moved i t  to the Edoe 
B u i l b g .  When Jacoby entered the armed service, 
John Fogarty purchased the Skelgas business. The 
business was operated by Lyle Hart in 1951 and at 
another time by Lee Shannon. 

Kenny’s Repair 

Our mords do not show the date the building now 
known as Kenny’s Repair, located a t  the corner of 
West Main, was erected; but sources show that i t  was 
the Diekmmn Garage in 1918. In 1920, i t  was pur. 
chased by P. H. Cashman and became a Ford dealer. 

William D, Enlce startRd a Sinclair Station at the 
site in 1933 and started s e h g  Ford cars there in 1935. 

In 1940, Roger Maruska leased the Enlw Station 
and that same year, Esther Kelly and Cora McCarthy 
opened K-M Shop in the west side of the building. 
About this same time, the business also changed tc 

Gerald Pospichal leased the Edoe station in 1942 
and in 1944 the business was leased to Bob Mathews, 
W. D. Enloe died in 1945 and his son, Ed, became man 
ager of the D-X Station. 
In 1947, Arnold Maravetz opened a body shop in thg 

rear of the Enloe Building, Kenneth Jacoby operatet 
Kenny’s Skelgas in the west side of the buildmg anc 
Leroy and Lester Mohrfeld leased the D-X Station anc 
operated it under the name of Mohrfeld Brothers. 

A Cresce newspaper reports a fire in November o’ 
1950 destroyed the body shop and the grease room o‘ 
the I)-X Station. 

In 1951, Kenneth Stevenson purchased the D-X Sta 
tion and he later built the large block building as i L  
stands today. Although gasoIine is no longer sold at 
pumps there. Kenny continues to do welding and re- 
pair work in his shop. 

ship. 

D-X Products. 

L-. .. . - .  . 
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Mohrfeld Brothers Station in 1947. Operated by h r o y  and Lester 
IMohrfeEd. The south part burned down io 1951. Skeljpe office wan 
located in the west part of the office area. 
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the Buhr Building and stayed there until it closed in 
the late 1960's. Gross Hardware was Elma's longest- 
Sunning hardware store, The building was later torn 
down. 

Hardware Stores 
Church & Hoyt 

One of the first hardware stores was establighed in 
1886 by Frank Church and Warren Hoyt. A building 
was built on the corner of Main Street and 3rd Street in 
1894. The building was a twc-story structud, 25' 8: 90', 
with a warehouse and barn attached. Their inventory 
was hardware and nails, $7500; and farm machinery, 
$2000. In 1904, the building and business was traded 
for a fann, and the partnership dissolved, Frank and 
his brother, Fred, began the finn of Church & Church 
later, operating in several locations until 1918 when 
the partnership ended. 

W. P. Weed Hardware 

Wallace P. Weed conducted a hardware store in the 
building formerly occupied by the Church Bros., on the 
corner of Main and 3rd. He was later joined by his son, 
Arle, in 1909. In 1915, Henry Tex became a partner. 
The business was moved to the south side of the street, 
nnder the I. C. Hall, on the east side. Later a Mr. 
Sckdutes purchased W. P. Weed's interest and the 
bushess moved to the east side of tom under the 
name of "Tex & Schluter Hardware." 

i 
I' 

e. 

Alvin Cross sometime between 1912 and 1916. 

J. L. Brown Hardware 

Mr. Brown operated a hardware store in Elma for a 
period ~f time in the 1920's. 

Diestler's Hardware 

A. W. Diestler also ran a hardware store in the early 
1920 '9. 

Lichty Hardware 
3. F. Lichty conducted a hardware store from 1890 

to 1906. 

A. F. Gross H d w a r e  

Gross Hardware first opened in 1912 in a frame 
building near where the present laundromat now sits. 
In 1916, the business m ~ ~ e d  t o  the north side of the 
Gesell Building located where the Stardust h n g e  is 
now. Sometime in the middle 1920's, it was moved h 

I 

i 
I A. F. Grmc Hardware Store at the beginning of  his business. The 

mre waa located in B wooden buildiog south of the laundromat on 
!he m e t  side of Busti Avenue. Bill Cannon and A. F. Gross pictured. 
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was a traveling merchant. Following that he became a 
cattle buyer and remained in that occupation until his 
retirement in 1960. He left behind in Russia a wife and 
three daughters. He was able to save money to send for 
his famiIy, but &own to him, his wife and son, that 
he had never seen, were killed. The money he sent t o  
bring his family over was stolen and once again he had 
to save to bring his family to this country. This was 
made possible in 1921 when his t h e e  daughters ar- 
rived in t h s  country. 

The three girls were educated in the Elma Public 
Schools. Three years later, Ida, the oldest daughter 
was married to Abe Kozlen of Valparaiso, Indiana. 
After living eIsewhere, they moved to Elma in the 
1930’s and opened the M. D. Store. Abe had been a 
merchant in Chicago and Hammond, Indiana, before 
arriving in Elma. They had four cfiildren-Fhbert, 
born in 1926, who now lives in St. Louis, Missouri; 
Jack, born in 1934, who lives in Omaha, Nebraska; 
Ruth Goldberg, born in 1936, who lives in Minneapolis, 
Minnesota; and Barbara Resnick, born in 1939, who 
also lives in Minneapolis, Minnesota. 

The Kozlen-Dine first home in E h a  was on Busti 
Avenue. Later, they moved to a home near the store. 
Abe was very active OR the school board, city council 
and the fire department. 

The M. D. Store closed in 1960 when Ida KozIen died 
of cancer. Abe, Morris and Barbara then moved to 
Minneapolis where Jack aud Ruth then resided. Abe 
continued to live in Minnea~olis until his death in 

niversary. Sarah was one of the first business women 
of her time. She owned an appliance store and still runs 
it. Sarah had one son, Richard. 

Amelia married Louis Wolf and she moved to Mason 
City, Iowa. She died in 1959. They had three cMdren, 
Renee, Jean and Marlin. Marlin died at  the age of 31 
from cancer. 

Abe and Ida Kozlen had 10 grandchildren. Robert 
and Mona have dour children-Keith, Wayne, Victoria 
and Robin. Jack and Bette (Redman) have two daugh- 
ters, Amy and Rebecca. Ruth and Raleigh Goldberg 
have two children, Stacy and Matthew. Raleigh died in 
1959. Barbara and Lee Resnick have two children, 
Michael and Andrea. 

M.D. Store in 1952: to the right ia the Bluebird Tavern. 

1972. 
West Side Grocery-Evans Grocery-Grossera 

Petersen opened a bakery in the building under the 
I.C. dining hall in 1931. Jim Kane and Borland opened 
a grocery store at this same site in 1933. They sold it to 
Louis O’Toole in early 1935. He named his establish- 
ment the West Side Grocery. Mr. O’Toole had operated 
the Farmers Grocery an the east side of town for many 
years before it closed in 1933. O’Tmle sold the 
business to George Evans in late 1935. It was renamed 
Evans Grocery. In 1945 Kenneth Grosser bought the 
stere and named i t  Erossers, He remodeled it after the 
1948 fire in which the I.C. Building was destroyed. Mr. 
Grosser sold the business to Dan Conway in 1953 and 
it was then called the West Side Grmery again. This 
was one of the many buildings that was destroyed in 
the March 19-54 fire. 

M.D. Store with Abe Kozlen and Marion Frank. 

- - - __ ._ ! 1 
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F Morris Dine in 1952. 

*- - 
f .  

I I George and Margaret 
Evans. 

t I 
Morris Dine died in 1960 shortly after moving to 

Minneapolis and shortly after hs daughter, Ida, died. 
Sarah Dine married Jack Usern and moved to Aus- 

tin, Minnesota. She and Jack celebrated their 50th an- 
I 
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Joyce and Har~Ed @ern in the Stapleton Dairy truck. 
N o t e  milk cases by the dairy build in^. 

Dairy in the early 1940's and remained in operation un- 
til 1970. Joe Sullivan also operated the Sullivan Dairy 
in the 1940's. 

Louis Kobliska operated a dairy on his farm south- 
east of Elma. I t  was later taken over by his son 
Leonard. After Lindy drowned, the dairy was operated 
by Harold and Lucille Stapleton. They later moved the 
dairy to their current address, maintaining door-to- 
door delivery for many years. They sold it in 1970. 

Elma Locker 

. 

_- 
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The Elmo h k e r  Plant in WM. In early Ye-E it *A%% the "Grand 
Opera House." 

The Elms Imker  in 1950-Pictured is Yerna Brown. Jean Meirick, 
Francis Meirick, and Jim Johnson. 

Francis and Jean (Mahoney) Meirick opened the 
Elma Locker in the fall of 1940. The remdeled build- 
ing was originally the. Opera House and had housed the 
Chevrolet Garage. 

In 1962 the locker was sold to Art and Bessie Rim- 
r d t ,  who operated it for several years. It was sold in 
1968 to MerIe and Marilyn Worple, who operate it at 
the present time. 

During the past year they have added an improved 
freezer wrap. In addition t o  the Iocker business they 
sell cured meats and sausages. They buy and butcher 
about thee head of livestock a week. 

Clothing Stores 
The first clothing store in the town was established 

shortly after the town started. This was located where 
Mrs. Augusta Pierce Kvd in later years an Main 
Street, having been established by Maurice Despres. 
Tim Hurly operated a men's clothing store in several 

locations on the east side of Elma. He opened a store in 
the building now occupied by the Shopette in 1930. In 
1933 he moved to the. Weers Building and closed two 
years later in 1935. 

Leo Tom opened Tonn clothing Store in 1949. It 
was in a buiIding on the north side of Main Street be- 
tween the West Side Tavern and Tip Top Tavern. In 
1954 this building burned. 

Ralph Biwer built a new building at about the same 
location and Weber Clothing opened there in 1954. 
This s t w e  was operated by AI and Mary Weber. I t  
moved to the Kenneth Jacoby building in March 1958 
and operated there until October 1960. I t  was remod- 
eled into the residence now OCCUpied by Joe and Mary 
Mulick. 
Various other mercantile stores operated in Elma 

through the years. 
hu i s  Diekmann operated a clothing store on Busti 

Avenue in the early 1920's. The buildng later housed 
the EIma Theater and burned in 1932. 

Louis Diekmann clothirig slorc. 

Zeiner Bros. 

The Zeiner brothers operated a clothing store in the 
Gesell Building on the east side from the 1890's until 
1914. The business was then sold t o  Mike Gashman, 
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He operated the store at id 
the business north of the 
new the Shopette. It burn 

Connor Brl 
In the 1920'9, Connor 

general merchandise store 
groceries. It was located UI 
west side. In the late 19 
''Connors." The business t 

Weber's C1 

Mr. and MFS. AI Webe 
Store October, 1954. in Elr 
Ralph Biwer above the bo 

Cora McCarthy and MI 
clerks there, each at differ 

March, 1958, the Weber 
to the Kenneth Jacoby B 
grocery store. 

January, 1960, Al Wek 
Elma Liquor Store and 
cluthing store, 
In October, 1960, the 

closed. 

U 

Old Ston 

To develop the tawn of 1 
twwstory stone building 01 
Street. The building was 
boulder that was located 
three miles southeast of 
blasting himself and mu( 
blasted the rock, shaped i 
hauled the stone to town. 1 
out help, at age 75, but re 
8tOl-y. 
In the year of 1894, a 

housed in the building. Bu 
the buttes that was chur 
Also housed in the buildin 
Feed Store, and storage 
product from the flax stra 

The tow mill was locatec 
now stands. It was destroj 
uncertain if it was ever re1 

lis site but then later moved 
Stsitzel Building, which is 
ed down in 1932. 

08. & Barker 

Brothers and Parker ram a 
! which sold dry goads and 
nder the old I. C. Ha€I on the 
~ O ' S ,  the name changed to 
:lased around 1932. 

othing store 
r started Weber's Clothing 
na, in the building owned by 
wling alley. 
mica Kinnamon worked as 
W l t  times. 
* Clothing Store was moved 
uilding, west of Klobassa's 

ier became manager of the 
Mary Weber operated the 

Weber Clothing Store was 

A1 (Shorty) Weber 

e Building 

! h a ,  Lemuel Potter built a 
n the corner of Main and 6th 
built practically out of one 
on the prairie some two or 
Elma. Mr, Potter did the 

of the masm work. He 
t in blocks 1' x 2 u  2t 3', and 
!€e built the first story with- 
quired help with the second 

Butter Tub Factory was 
ttter tubs were used to ship 
ned by the local creamery. 
g wa3 Kane & Condon Cash 
for tow whch was a by- 

w tow mill. 
1 where the CoIonial Manor. 
red in a fire in 1908 and it is 
milt. 

Huge rrrck that was used to build the "Stone Building." 

r 

I 

This old poetcatd givea the dimensions lor the baildig. Note the 
w d e n  sidewalk in the foreground. 

~ ~ .. ~ __ - 

- -_-_I._ - - 
J. J. Stritzel hived in this building and did sboe repair. He tore doran 
thie atroctare and moved the materiel ticrow town. This wm all 
done by hand nnd B one horse scraper did the excavation of the new 
stow building. Stritzel hired B mmon to build the present structure. 

tkigfad letter head o€ d. d. Strihel sbw sbore showing the hterior 
or building in the early 1900's. 
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